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Universal Periodical Review of the Democratic Republic of São Tomé and Príncipe
11 November 2015

Intervention by the delegation of Estonia
Estonia welcomes the delegation of the Democratic Republic of São Tomé and Príncipe headed to the UPR’s 23rd session. We thank the Republic of São Tomé and Príncipe for their work in preparing the report presented earlier and also for the additional information given in the opening speech. 

Estonia welcomes the initiative of São Tomé and Príncipe to introduce digital public services. Digital public services provide means  to cut administrative costs, increase the accessibility of public services to citizens, reduce the administrative burden of civil servants and increase transparency. We invite the Government to activate the system and make full use of it in advancing the democracy. 
Estonia notes with regret that the country is still not party to the most important international human rights instruments and the progress with regard to the implementation of the previous cycle recommendations is rather modest.  We encourage the country to move ahead with a number of ratifications. 
We note the progress made with regard to birth registrations and invite to ensure that all children are registered immediately after birth. 
The revision by São Tomé and Príncipe of its Penal Code in 2012 to explicitly include provisions on sexual abuse, exploitation of minors and child trafficking is a positive step.  Nevertheless the situation of children is alarming, the issues of child abuse and exploitation, traditional harmful practices and corporal punishment need more attention. We share the concern of the The Committee on the Rights of the Child that regretfully the National Child Rights Committee is not in operation. We invite the Government to fully commit improving the situation of children in the country by taking concrete steps to this end. 
Estonia would like to recommend São Tomé and Príncipe: 

· to develop and  implement the policies that promote the rights of the child and accede to the Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on children in armed conflict and on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (OP-CRC-SC and OP-CRC-AC);  
· to create a special mechanism responsible for independent child rights monitoring. 

· to prohibit all corporal punishment of children in all settings and repeal the right to punish children “appropriately and moderately” in the Family Law

· To ratify Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT) and its optional protocol OP-CAT (Optional Protocol of the Convention against Torture); and policy measures taken to prevent torture and ill treatment and the rehabilitation of victims.
Estonia wishes São Tomé and Príncipe success in implementing these measures. 

Thank you!
